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His  Honour   Sir    John  lorison  Gibson,   K.  C.   M.G.  , 

Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Province   of  Ontario. 

Sir:- 


Pursuant  to  the  commission  issued 
herein  appointing  me  to  enquire  into  and  report 
upon  all  cases  of  impersonation,  intimidation  and 
other  irregularities  in  connection  with  the  "by-law 
submitted  to  the  ratepayers  of  Welland  to  authorize 
the  issue  of  debentures  for  the  cost  of  a  plant  to 
distribute  electric  power,  I  have  the  honour  tore- 
port  as  follows: 

1.  I  appointed  the  8th  of  February,  1913 
to  proceed  with  the  investigation. 

2.  On  that  day  I  attended  at  Welland  and 
opened  the  enquiry.  Mr.  Hugh  A.  Rose,  barrister,  ap- 
peared and  stated  that  he  was  acting  for  the  Attorney 
General.   After  a  number  of  witnesses  were  examined 
an  adjournment  was  found  to  be  necessary  in  order  to 
take  further  evidence.   I  thereupon  adjourned  until 
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the  15th  of  February  at  which  day  I  again  attended 
at  Welland,  took  additional  evidence  and  closed  the 
investigation. 

3.  Mr.  Rose  endeavored  to  shew: 

(1)  That  there  were  a  large  number  of  acts  of 
personation, 

(2)  That  certain  persons  connected  with  the  Well- 
and Electric  Company  were  responsible  for  these  acts 
of  personation. 

4.  It  was  proved  conclusively  and  I  find 
same  accordingly,  that  there  were  a  large  number  of 
acts  of  personation. 

(1)  It  was  shewn  that  Joseph  Barbeaux,  David  Thomp- 
son, Andrew  E.  Hanna,  Wilfred  D.  McKessock,  Robert  Arm- 
brust,  John  Wesley  Rounding,  Charles  Stickey  and  R.E. 
Keeler  were  property  owners  in  the  Town  of  Welland  and 
were  on  the  voters'  list  and  entitled  to  vote  but  did 
not  do  so,  some  of  them  being  absent  from  Welland  and 
those  who  were  in  Welland  not  voting. 

(2)  It  was  also  shewn  that  these  particular  persons 
on  the  voters1  list  were  credited  with  having  voted 
and  that  some  person  or  persons  voted  in  their  names. 

5»  Evidence  was  given  which  shewed  beyond 
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doubt  that  one,  Morris  and  one,  Arthur  Willis,  were  re- 
sponsible for  some  of  the  acts  of  personation  which  took 
place •   In  fact  Morris  was  arrested  and  pleaded  guilty 
to  four  charges.   He  was  sentenced  to  six  months  in  the 
Central  Prison  but  unfortunately  was  allowed  out  before 
his  sentence  expired  and  as  his  whereabouts  was  unknown 
at  the  time  of  the  investigation  it  was  impossible  to  have 
him  present.   Willis  was  seen  by  Charles  Schaubel  voting 
under  the  name  of  Charles  Stickey  who  was  a  properly  qualif- 
ied voter.   At  that  time  Schaubel  did  not  know  Willis  but 
was  informed  afterwards  by  his  father-in-law,  Mr.  House,  v/ho 
is  one  of  the  License  Inspectors  for  the  County  of  Welland, 
that  it  was  not  Stickey  who  was  voting  but  Willis.   It  is 
true  that  Mr.  House  differs  from  Mr.  Schaubel  as  to  the  time 
when  he  informed  Schaubel  that  it  was  not  Stickey  who  was 
voting.   I,  however,  accept  Schaubel' s  evidence  as  to  this 
as  I  was  not  at  all  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  Mr. 
House  gave  his  evidence.   It  was  clearly  Mr.  House's  duty  to 
have  caused  Willis  to  be  apprehended  or  to  have  notifed  the 
poll  clerk  of  the  fact  that  Willis  was  personating  Stickey. 
House  admits  having  seen  Willis  in  the  polling  booth  that  day 
but  stated  that  he  was  not  voting.   He,  however,  knew  from 
Schaubel  that  Willis  had  voted  under  the  name  of  Stickey  and 
it  was  his  duty  to  have  taken  the  necessary  steps  to  have  him 
arrested.   One  would  have  thought  that  occupying  the  position 
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that  Mr .  House  does,  he  would  not  have  hesitated  a  mom- 
ent* 

Whilst  there  was  evidence  given  that  two 
of  the  directors  of  the  Welland  Electric  Company,  namely 
W.  M.  German,  Esquire,  and  one  Swazey,  were  actively  in- 
terested in  the  defeat  of  the  "by-law,  the  evidence  add- 
uced did  not  convince  me  that  either  of  these  gentlemen 
were  connected  with  any  of  the  acts  in  question.   Stress 
was  laid  by  Mr,  Rose  upon  the  fact  that  Mr.  German  had 
brought  a  man  to  one  of  the  polling  divisions  to  vote, 
that  this  man  gave  the  name  of  Robert  Armbrust,  who  was  a 
qualified  voter  and  who  had  voted  some  fifteen  minutes 
earlier,   "Whilst  this  in  itself  is  suspicious,  Mr.  German 
explained  that  it  was  well  known  that  he  was  interested  in 
the  Welland  Electric  Company  and  that  this  man,  whoever 
he  was,  came  to  him,  informed  him  that  he  was  Armbrust 
and  asked  if  he  was  entitled  to  a  vote,  whereupon  Mr.  Ger- 
man enquired  how  he  was  going  to  vote  and  upon  learning 
that  he  was  going  to  vote  against  the  by-law,  volunteered 
to  take  him  to  the  noil.   Whilst  this  may  be  so,  and  I 
accept  Mr.  German's  statement,  I  do  not  understand  why 
Mr.  German,  the  poll  clerk  and  the  other  scrutineers  pres- 
ent allowed  the  man  to  escape.   The  man  should  at  once  have 
been  arrested  as  it  was  a  clear  case  of  personation  and  I 


$ 


<  ^^/A?w/t,.  /J//?//, ,  ///7//A//  r/i  '<vmte  *M*/mms 


-o- 

Sir  John  Tlorison  Gibson,  April  16th,  1913. 

can  only  surmise  that  everybody  was  dum founded  and  that 
the  man  got  away  "before  they  came  to  their  senses. 

Again  it  was  sought  to  connect  Mr.  German 
with  the  irregularities  because  of  the  interest  which  he 
took  in  Morris  when  arrested.   There  is  nothing  whatever 
in  Mr.  German's  actions  which  in  any  way  connected  him 
with  the  acts  of  personation  committed  by  Morris.   It  is 
true  that  Mr.  German  took  a  very  active  interest  in  look- 
ing after  Morris,  but  he  had  been  retained  as  his  solic- 
itor and  it  was  natural  that  he  should  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  have  him  properly  represented  at  the  trial. 

It  was  also  sought  to  prove  that  Hr.  Swazey 
was  responsible  for  some  of  the  acts  of  personation. 
Jhilst  I  was  not  altogether  satisfied  with  his  evidence 
I  feel  bound  to  accept  it.   Whilst  it  may  seem  improbable 
it  is  possible  that  he  would  drive  a  man  to  the  poll  with- 
out knowing  who  he  was  or  which  way  he  was  going  to  vote. 
One  would,  however ,  think  that  being  interested  as  he  was 
that  he  would  first  find  out  which  way  the  man  intended 
voting.  However,  as  this  is  the  only  evidence  by  which  it 
is  sought  to  connect  him  with  the  illegal  acts,  I  feel  hound, 
as  I  have  already  stated,  to  accept  his  statement. 
6.  Owing  to  the  large  number  of  acts  of  per- 

sonation committed,  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  an 
organized  effort  was  made  by  some  person  or  persons  to  de- 
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feat   the  "by-law.      No   direct   evidence,    however,    was   submit- 
ted  to  prove   who  was   responsible    for  this  attempt. 
7.  No  evidence   of  any  other   irregularities 

7/ere   submitted   by  Mr.   Hose  and  I   find  that   in   every   other 
respect  the   election  was  properly   carried   on. 

Appended  hereto   are    the    evidence  and   ex- 
hibits taken  at    the  hearing. 

All    of  which    I  have   the   honour   to    submit. 
Your   obedient   servant, 


JIB/G    . 


